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FROM BROOKLYN STREET CORNERS
TO LAW SCHOOL CLASS VALEDICTORIAN

How does a person go from hanging out on Brooklyn street
corners to graduating first in his law school class?
Just ask Brad Schwartz.

He'll complete that circuitous

journey this Sunda y when he accepts his diploma as class valedictorian for USD's 1985 law class.
The manner in which Schwartz completed that Journey is the
stuff of which movie scripts are written.
One of three children born to Melvin and Audrey Schwartz,
Brad says he always had enough to eat and a roof over his head
~hile growing up in his lower middle class East 23rd Street
Brooklyn neighborhood.

But life wasn't perfect, either.

Several

of his childhood acquaintances are now either dead or in jail.
"I played sports, hung out, went dancing.

I didn't have a

lot of ambition," he recalls.
When the Schwartz family visited an aunt and uncle living in
California, the relatives encouraged the Schwartzes to come west.
":-,ty parents wanted to move, but it's tough to break out of a
neighbor1hood in New York," Schwartz says.
Later, though, after one of his best friends was stabbed to
death, Schwartz was convinced he had to leave Brooklyn to find
a

better life.
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FROM BROOKLYN STREET

In 1977, at the age of 17, he moved to California to live
with his aunt and uncle.

His initial California experiences almost

convinced him to return to New York, however.
"When I came out I was wearing gold chains, t-shirts without
sleeves, the whole tough guy thing.

I had a chip on my shoulder.

I got into a lot of fights," he remembers.
A visit to the campus of San Diego State Universit y shortl y
after his arrival in Californi a produced culture shock.

All the

blond-haired p e ople, skateboards and s tyle of dress were a jolt
to his Brooklyn upbringing.
But with the support of his aunt and uncle and his p a rents,
Schwartz got over his initial shock.
SDSU to study business management.
had hi s degree.

In 1977, he enrolled at
Four and a half years later he

Then fate entered the picture.

As he began to interview with potential employers, Schwartz
discovered his business degree wouldn't land him a top position.
On a whim, he took the LSAT law aptitude test.

Despite no

preparation, he earned high scores.
With more encouragement from his parents and his aunt and
uncle, Schwartz decided to pursue law school.
"I really didn't know what I was getting myself into.

But

I figured a law degree would give me the kind of job flexibility ·
I was looking for, so I decided to pursue it."
He was accepted by USD's School of Law and enrolled in
August, 1982.

Nearly three years later, and following uncounted

hours of studying and a variety of jobs that - included security
guard, bus boy and construction work to help pay for his schooling,
Schwartz has reached an enviable position.
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FROM BROOKLYN STREET
What has motivated him throughout law school?
Schwartz answers with a story.

When he asked a question in

his first law class, the professor responded: "'What is this
Rocky goes to law school?' People didn't give me much credit when
I started.

It only motivated me to try harder."

He says his fellow students often asked him his study secrets,
a question he found difficult to answer bec a use he beli eves there
is no univer sal advice .

"Differe nt things work for different people.

You have to have confidence in yourse lf and do what works best for yo u."
As for his own study habits, Sc hw a rtz says he probabl y s tud ied
less than the majority of his classmates.
people burn out from too much s tud yi ng.
a social li fe besides studying.
I do it regularly.

"I've seen too many
I like to work out and have

But I'm consistent in my studyi n g .

That and the fact that I reached down for a

little extra made a difference," he says.
Awaiting Schwartz after graduation is a position with the law
firm of Gibso n, Dunn and Crutcher in Los Angeles, one of the
largest law firms on the West Coast.
corporate l aw .

He plans to specialize 1n

Also corning up is the state bar exam in July.

"I want to be successful," he says.

"I see my position with

the firm as a career, with a lot of possibilities within that
career."
And just to prove that his West Coast metamorpho s is 1s
complete, Schwartz recently bought a convertible.
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